Biblical Verses Used in Brahms’ Requiem Text (using the English Standard Version)
I

Matthew 5:4 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Psalms 126:5-6 

Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy! He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him.
II

I Peter 1:24

All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls. (quoting Isaiah 40:6–8a)

James 5:7-8a

 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also, be patient.
I Peter 1:25a

But the word of the Lord remains forever (quoting Isaiah 40:8b)

Isaiah 35:10

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
III

Psalms 39:4–7 

 “O Lord, make me know my end and what is the measure of my days; let me know how fleeting I am! Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths, and my lifetime is as nothing before you. Surely all mankind stands as a mere breath! Surely a man goes about as a shadow! Surely for nothing[a] they are in turmoil; man heaps up wealth and does not know who will gather! “And now, O Lord, for what do I wait? My hope is in you.”
Wisdom of Solomon 3:1

But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them.
IV

Psalms 84:1-2,4 

How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God.
Blessed are those who dwell in your house, ever singing your praise!
V

John 16:22

So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.
Isaiah 66:13a

As one whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.
Ecclesiasticus (Sirach) 51: 27 [35]

See with your eyes that I have labored little and found for myself much rest.
VI

Hebrews 13:14

For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come.
1 Corinthians 15:51-52,54b-55

Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. Then shall come to pass the saying that is written:
“Death is swallowed up in victory.” “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”
Revelation 4:11

“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.”
VII

Revelation 14:13

 And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!”
